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How much do you love God? And how much do you love others? Today St. Paul tells us, 

“…if I have all faith but do not have love, I am nothing. … If I give away everything I own, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing.” 

Last Sunday Paul spoke of each of us being members of the one body of Christ, and he 

insisted that one gift from the Spirit is no better than another. (Gifts of prophesy, teaching, doers of 

mighty deeds, healing, assisting, or administration.) We each have a unique gift to contribute to the 

common good. 

Today Paul continues where he left off last week, but shifts his focus to love. Love is not 

only the greatest of all spiritual gifts, this gift, we all can possess. Last week Paul spoke of the 

importance of the different functions within the community. But today he dismisses them as empty, 

if they are not based in love. 

This past week at men’s group, we talked about how we make moral decisions. And one of 

the guys shared how he and his wife ask their high school Confirmation students how they would 

respond, and how they think Jesus would respond, to certain situations. They ask the students, 

WWJD? What would Jesus do? And they ask, WWYD, what would you do? 

I asked, “What types of situations do you ask the students?” He said, several. For example, 

“What would you do if you found out someone’s grandparent at school died suddenly in a car 

accident?” He said they often answer, “I’d text them and tell them I am sorry.” 

But once in a while, he would hear a student say, “If no one was around, I would go over by 

them and tell them I am sorry and ask if they wanted to talk.” That sounds like what Jesus would do. 

The men’s group talked about why people don’t always do what Jesus would do. They said, 

because of fear. Fear of being judged by others, fear of not knowing what to say, fear of not 

knowing how the situation will go. 

With the help and grace of God, you can discover God in your neighbor. To love, means to 

live in peace with your neighbor, venerating the image of God that is found in each and every 

person. We can live in peace with our neighbor, with the virtue of love each day: 

• We can perform little acts of service for others 

• We can say we are sorry when we hurt someone 

• We can help others, rather than be indifferent towards them 
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Love doesn’t ask for or expect anything in return. If we do not seek anything for 

ourselves, we will discover that we have found Jesus. When we grow in love, all the other virtues 

are enriched and strengthened. We have as much virtue as we have love, no more. 

In the sixth century, St. Gregory the Great expanded on St. Paul’s list of what love is, and 

what love is not, by telling us why. After each characteristic of love that St. Paul lists, St. Gregory 

answers … because. 

St. Gregory wrote, 

- “Love is patient, … because it bears peacefully the injury it suffers. 

- Love is kind, … because it repays evil with good. 

- Love is not jealous, … because it covets nothing in this world. 

- Love is not boastful, … because it yearns only for spiritual reward, and it is not carried 

away by external things. 

- Love is not arrogant, … because it thrives only on the love of God and neighbor and 

because it avoids whatever would take it from the path of righteousness. 

- Love is not covetous, … because, it does not desire the goods of others. 

- Love does not insist on its own way, … because it despises those things it temporarily 

possesses here below: it seeks to hold on to what is lasting. 

- Love is not irritable, and even though injuries seek to provoke it, it does not let itself 

have any desire for vengeance, for no matter how difficult a time it may have in this life, 

it hopes for greater rewards in the next. 

- Love does not rejoice at wrong, … because it cares for others and does not rejoice at 

seeing the ruin of its enemies.” 

I think the Confirmation students would agree, when living the virtue of love, sometimes 

taking the first step is the hardest step to take. Living the virtue of love sometimes requires us to 

lean into our fears, to lean into the fear of being judged, to lean into the fear of not knowing what to 

say, or to lean into the unknown of how things will go. 

When we know a situation requires us to act with love, to do what Jesus would do, and fear 

discourages us from taking action, consider the words of Dorothy Day and lean in. She said,  

“I only love God as much as the person I love the least.” 

May each of us continue to be drawn closer to Christ, as our love continues to grow for God 

and for our neighbor. 


